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VE R "ME you Rey” me to write my 
Thoughts to you concerning the two Ser- 
mons which you ſent me, I have been con- 


2 interrupted 3 Buſineſs of one ſort or 
another, ſo that this is the firſt leiſure Day I have 
had to anſwer your Requeſt. I have read both 


the Sermons, and find that the great Deſign carried 


on in the Sermon to the Commons is, to perſwade 
good Men that they do avoid the Conyerſation of 


il People; and likewiſe to perſwade that the great 
diſtinguiſhing ; Mark by which good and ill Men 


can be Aileen d is, vid. that. one ſort abhor 
che benecking of King Charles I. as a moſt vile and 
barbarous Act of Injuſtice and Inhumanity, whilſt 
che other ſort of Men have not conceived ſo great 
Kc nerd that me... 
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ble to the poor, hateth the Humour of a clofſe- 


EY 1 4 J- We - 
Now asto the general Do&rine, i. e. FM 8 £0 
Men ſhould not contract Familiarity with the con⸗ 
trary ſort, I think tis an innocent Doctrine, ang 


ſupported by the Preacher with very good Reaſons. 


But then methinks tis as needleſs a Doctrine as can 
be preached, to Men of common Senſe; for tho 
young giddy-headed Boys, and half-witted People 
may through want of Conſideration be decoy d in- 
to ill Company, and thereby be drawn into Ineon- 


veniences, yet to ſuppoſe that Men of Honour and 


Virtue or good Senſe (as we may reckon the 
Members of Parliament to be) ſhould ſtand in 
need of ſuch a Warning, ſeems a thing ſtrange to 
me. But amongſt the common People of England 


: (and I ſuppoſe of all other Nations) an honeſt 


Man will 010 Familiaricy with a Knave, a well- 
natur d kind Man will not care to converſe with a 
croſs peeviſh ill: natur d Perſon; he who is charita- 


fiſted covetous Niggard; a fair bold open-heartec 
Man will not endure the Converſation of a fly - 

mplaiſant plauſible Companion who is full of 
Tuck and Deſigns; and a Man of Worth who loves 
his King and Country will not like the Converſati- 
on of worthleſs Sycophants, who under pretence of 
Loyalty, have. flattered the Father and Som into 


ſuch Meaſures as have been inconſiſtent with the 
Welfare of both King and People, nor of thoſe 
1822 are ſtill * the lame Principles, by 


Ws 
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A whic * Monarchy and Church of Bigland hive 
been twice overcurn'd i in the ſpace of , Cen- ; 
Vin che Doctor chiefly would i in "7 is, that 
whoſoever does not abhor the Execution of King 
Charles I. is ſo ill a Perſon, that no good Man may 
- converſe wich him. This is what the Doctor 
would perſwade, without entering into the Merit 
of the Cauſe. Nietbinks tis ſomething arbitrary 
todiſcard Men from the Benefits of human Socie- 
ty before their Caufe has been heard, In the Spi- 
ritual Courts our Lords the Biſhops hear all Al fe 
gations which are brought both "or and againſt 
the Perſon accuſed; and likewiſe give him Ad- 
monition before they proceed to Excommunica- 
tion. But the Doctor excommunicates without 
a fair Hearing of the Cauſe. Thoſe who do 
not abhor che Execution of King Charles, do 
allow that there is no Law of England, in virtue 
whereof the Subjects to the King 5, England may 
condemn their King to Death: but yet ſince they 
know that there is a Law of God which ſaith that 
he 'who ſheds Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be 
fed, Gen. 9.6. which Law was given out not 
to the Sons of Iſrael, but of Noab: And fince | 
they conceive that King Charles I. was a Shedder 
of Blood in a very great meaſure, and after a very "ol 
barbarous manner, they do not abhor that the Law 
of God was executed u vu the — of King 
Charles L . N And 


* 
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| _ Andif that Ring gave out a Commiſſion under 
the broad Seal of Scotland to the Jriſh Papiſts with 
l theſe Words in it, Know ye therefore that We repo- 
ſing much Care and Truſt in your Datys. and Obedience, 
do hereby give unta you full Power and Authority to uſe. 
all politick Ways and Means poſſible to poſſeſs your ſelves 
of all the Forts, Caſtles, and Places of Strength and 
Defence within the ſaid Kingdom (viz. Ireland) and 
alſo to arreſt and ſeize the Goods, Eſtates, and Perſons 
of the Engliſh Proteſtants (in ſome Copies tis Pu- 
ritans inſtead of Proteſtants) to our uſe. And ſup- 
poſe that hereupon an Tiſh Popiſh Council was 
formed at Kilkenny, which directed a bloody Maſ- 
ſacre of Proteſtants, to the Number of between two 
aud three hundred thouſand Men, Women,and Chil- KF 
— dren; who did not deliver up their Goods, EC © 
cates, and Perſons into the Hands of T1; Papiſts, 
according to his Majeſty's Commiſſion :-I Gy, if 
this matter of Fact appear d true, and his Blood 
was thereupon ſhed, the Law of God was ful- 
filled, tho not according to the legal Forms and U- 
„ -s ˙— m ooo: 
Nov altho this Commiſſion was granted before 
you and I were born, yet I fee no doubt to queſti- 
on the Truth thereof, any more than of any other 
part of Hiſtory; eſpecially ſince this part of King 
Charles the firſts Story has in our days receivd 
Confirmation from his Son King Charles II. The 
Calbwas this: © 55 5 
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T he. "Marquiſs of Antrim in the Kingdom of 
held was accuſed. of being a Principal'in. the Triſh 
Maſſicre, and in order that his Eſtate ſhould be 
forfeited cherefore, theſe eight Articles were proved 

gainſt the Marquiſs. +}, That he was to have 
had a Hand in ſurprizing the Caſtle of Dublin, in 
the Year 1641. 24h). That he was of the Rebels 
Party, which was made appear by his frequent 
flatercourſe with Remy O More and many others, 
being himſelf the moſt notorious of the Rebels. 
3 34h. That he entred into the Roman Catholick 
= — before the Year 1643. 4thhy. That 
be conſtantly adhered re the Nuncio's Party. 
Z 5thly. That he ſat. from time to time in the Su- 
= preme Council of Kilkenny. 6thly. That he fign'd 
the execrable Oath of Aſſociation. -thh. "That 
he was commiſfionated and acted as Lieutenant 
General from the {aid Aſſembly at Kilkemy. Sthly. = 
That he declared himſelf, by ſeveral Letters of 
his own penning, tohave been, i in conjunction with 
Owen RO O Neale, a conſtant Oppoſer to the ſeve- 
ral Peaces made by the Lord Lieutenant with the 
3 Tiſh. Now tho theſe Depoſitions were tranſmit- 
ted from the Privy Council of Treland to King 
cCbarles the 2d, yet the faid King ſent back a Ler- 

ter to the Duke of Ormond, then Lord r of 
Ireland, to clear the ſaid Marquiſs of Antrim. In 
which Letter tis alledged, That the Flarquiſs was 
innocent un * Malice or. rebellion Le againſt the 


4 rown 3. 
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Crown ; and that bis Tranſaftions with the Iriſh Rebels was 


by the-Inſtruftion of the King his Father, and for bis 
Service ; that bus Royal Father was well pleaſed with what 
the Marquiſs did, after be had done it, and approv'd the 


fame: And that be (Charles the 2d) would not in 
Juſtice deny him this Teſtimony : That what be did by way © 


of Correſpondence with the Iriſh Rebels, was in order to 
the Service of his Royal Father, and warranted by his 
Inſtructions, and the Truſt repoſed in him. This Let- 
ter was dated from Whitebal, July the 1oth, 1663. 
and entred at the Signet July the 13th following. 
Now altho I do not believe that King Charles the of 
deſigned the Triſh Maſlacre, yet that the Papiſts 
grounded their Maſſacre upon this Commiſſion is 


* 


paſt Diſpute. The Commiſſion threw the Pro- 


teſtants into the Mouth of the Papiſts, and they 


devoured them; and if the King emitted this 
Commiſſion, he was a culpable Cauſe of all that 


Slaughter: And tis hard that one muſt be denied 


the Society of good Men, becauſe he believes a 
Matter of Fact to be true, which is ſupported by 
very probable Arguments. 

Again, ſome take it into their Conſideration, 
who it was that began the long Civil War, whe- 
ther the King or the Parliament ; or rather who 
was the culpable Cauſe of that Difference between 


King and People, which broke out into a Civil 
War. If the King thro negle& of his Duty was 


the occaſion of the War, the Blood which was 


ſhed | 
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bimſelf and che Nation, which ended in the Effu- 
(ion of his own Blood: But the Blood of many 


| thereof, is derived from the Civil Power, 'twas 


any time. If theſe Demands had been grante d, 


% ib 


XZ ſched lay at his Door, and then his Puniſhment was 
3 juſt according to God's Law, Now as far as J 


have read into che Hiſtory of thoſe Times, the mat- 
ter was thus. | | . 

The Parliament which fat down in the Year 
1640. petitioned the King to grant them a Re- 
queſt, which was contained in 19 Propoſitions. 


H The Subſtance of all which you have in theſe 
Z three things: 1ſt. That the great Truſts of the 


Nation ſhould not be difpoſed of by the King 
without the Conſent of Parliament. 2dly, That 
the Clurch-Government ſhould be ſettled by Par- 
liament. And 3dly. That the Laws ſhould be 
executed againſt Papiſts. He who has read the 
old Hiſtorys of Engliſh Affairs, ſuch as Matthew Pari“ s, 
Cc. will find that in antient days the great Truſts 
of the Nation were diſpoſed of by Conſent of 
Parliament : So that as to that matter of their Re- 
queſt, twas only in behalf of an antient Right. 
And fince all Church Authority,as te the execution 


not unreaſonable for the Parliament to take that 
matter under Conſideration ; t was like wiſe highly 


no Quarrel or Var had enſned; but the King by a 
reſolute Denial of theſe Requeſts drew a War on 


Suu | | | B : innocent | 


| 8 5 ( 10 ) | | 
innocent Men had been ſhed upon this occaſion 
before the King anſwered for it by his Blood. 
Without doubt thoſe Men who condemned and 
executed the King, were of Opinion that he was the 
culpable Cauſe of the War; and alſo that the Blood 
of one Man was but a mean Atonement for the 
Blood of many, which was ſpill'd thro the King's 
Denial of what he ought in Right and Reaſon. to 
have granted to his People. But let that be as it 
will, and let us ſuppoſe a Man to be led into a 
miſtake concerning the Decollation ; *cis ſtill hard 
that a Man ſhould be deprived of the Society of 


good Men, only by ns of ſuch a Miſtake,” 


| which is grounded upon an. Argument. ſeemingly. 
very probable. ETON 
_ Eſpecially w 
Conſtitution of Man's making can make void, 
or ſo much as ſuperſede. the Law.of God: And 


hen tis conſidered: that no Law or 
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then if we ſuppoſe the King to have been a Spiller. 


of Blood, the Law of God ought to take place upon' 


| him, notwithſtanding the. Engliſh. Conſtitution. 


ſhould forbid it. 
But ſuppoſe allt 


of this Argument ſhould be debarred the Conver- 


ſation of good Men, eſpecially if this miſtaken 3 
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| his to be falſe Reaſoning, yer ſtill. 
tis hard that a Man who cannot ſee into the Fallacy. 


- 
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Man, as to his Opinion of this matter, ſhould 


nevertheleſs be a Man of good Morals; if he live 


in a due Fear and Reverence. of God, with Love 
Gd | and 
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and Kindneſs towards his Neighbour, and be 
3 watchful over himſelf, making it his hearty and 
conſtant Endeavour both to know and do the 
Will of God. Perhaps you will ſay he approves 
of a foul Murder. I ſay no, he abhors Murder; 
but he thinks the King was a Blood-ſpiller; and that 
therefore according to the indiſpenſible Law of 
God his Blood was innocently ſhed. Now let us 
ſuppoſe this Man to be miſtaken in the Fact it ſelf, 
or in his applying of God's Law to the Fact; tis 
yet hard that he ſhould be deprived of the Society 
of Mankind for ſuch a Miſtake. ' As on the other 
hand, ſuppoſe the King had given out a Commiſ- 
ſion on purpoſe to murder the Proteſtants, ſuppoſe 
him to have degenerated from a King into a Ty- 
rant, and added Perjury to his Tyranny by over- 
ruling the Laws of England which he had ſworn to 
maintain : Suppoſe that on a certain 3oth day of 
January he had ſigned a Commiſſion for railing 
German Horſe, and bringing them into England to 
over-aw the Parliament; and ſuppoſing that God's 
Juſtice and not the Peoples Injuſtice had overtaken 
him at laſt: And after all this, ſuppoſe the Doctor 
not only excuſeth all this foul matter, but preaches: 
this Man up for a Saint: I ſhould think it a hard 
Uſage to exclude this Doctor from the Society of 
good Men, becauſe he is miſtaken in the Hiſtory of 
King Charles the 1ſt; but I would with to him the 
Converſation of the wiſeſt and moſt knowing 
| 8 B 2 P =Þ 
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| (12) | 
Men in England to rectify his Miſtakes eitheg in. 
that Affair or any other matter. For all this while 
the Doctor may be a very honeſt, tho miſtaken. 
Man, being ill as far as any Man living from de- 
ſigning to pay Saint-like Honours to a Tyrant. 
And therefore to the Doctor's Queſtion, Can 
thoſe who are unwilling to condemn, who are willing to ex- 
cuſe, who are daring enough to applaud the Fact of this 
Day, offer any one Shadow of Argument to mitigate its 
_ Guilt, or toleſſen or dotract from it? It may be replied, 
tis poſſible that ſome Reaſons may be given which 
he has not conſider d, or ſuch Reaſons may be given 
which may prevail over the Underſtandings of weak 
| Men, altho the Doctor may be able to give a full 
Anſwer to them. It may be replied, that the Doc- 
tor is not a Judg for thoſe who diſſent from him in 
this matter, but they are to judg for themſelves as 
to what they will abhor, and what not. And 
this (as I conceive) muſt be the Doctor's Anſwer, 
if heſhould be asked what Shadow of an Argu- 
ment can any Man bring for excommunicating 
thoſe, who having heard from credible Teſtimony 
that King Charles I. was a Favourer of Popery, 
having in a Letter called the Pope his moſt Holy 
Father, having agreed in the Articles of his Mar- 
riage that Papiſts ſhould be protected from the 
Laws of the Land, having granted pardons to Pa- 
piſts and Jeſuits which paſſed by immediate War- 
rant, having inhibited both Eccleſiaſtical and 
2 95 Temporal 


X33 F- 8 
Temporal Officers to intermeddle with Papiſts, 
which amounted to a Toleration againſt Law : 
Who like wiſe having heard from credible Teſtimo- 
ny,that King Charles I. was a Favourer of Tyranny ; 
having raiſed an Army, and without Conſent of 
Parliament having required the Country to find 
Coat and Conduct-Money for them; having alſo 
levied Ship-money by his own Authority, ha- 
ving likewiſe impriſoned thoſe who refuſed to ſub- 
ſcribe unwarranted Loans; having levied Sub- 
* fidies of Tonnage and Poundage, which were 
determined by his Father's Death; having on the 
3 3oth of January ſent a Privy Seal to the Treaſury. 
for the remitting 30000 l. to Barlmark a Dutch 
Metchant to be A. for levying Horſe and 
Men to be brought into England, for ſupport of his 
foremention'd illegal Practices; having alſo im- 
priſoned ſome Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons during a Seſſion of Parliament for refuſing to 
anſwer out of Parliament as to what was ſaid and 
done in the Parliament Houſe, impriſoning other 
Members upon managing a Conference with the 
Lords about the Duke of Buckingham, and threat- 
ning the Parliament that if they did not anſwer his. 
Expectations he would reſort to other means: I 
was ſaying, ' what Shadow of an Argument can be 
brought to mitigate the Guilt of ſuch a King, or: 
to excuſe him from ſuffering what his Actions 
deſer ved? Can the Doctor return any Anſwer: but 
ä this >- 


(14). 

TI 2 Either that he does not believe theſe Alleg 
tions to be true, or if they were true, they did not 
deſerve the Puniſhment which was inflicted. As 
tothe firſt part of the Doctor's Anſwer, it will be 
' replied, that as long as the Credit of Mr. Ruſh- 
worth's Collections holds . and many more 

Facts ſuch as theſe will be believed by many Men; 
who will alſo think that ſince our Laws inflict Death | 

for ſmaller Offences than theſe are, and ſince God's 
Law does not except a King from Death when he 
deſerves it; I ſay they will think the Fact of that 
Day to have been agreeable to natural Juſtice, 
and to the written Law of God, tho it were not 
warranted by the legal Forms of Judicature eſta- 
bliſhed in this Realm. 
But then when the Doctor proceeds to enquire, 
chat ſuppoſing there had been any ground of Com- 
plaints, yet how was Van theirs, or whence 
had they Authority to repay it? All that I have 
heard ſay as to that matter amounts only to this, 
- viz. ſuppoſing that paſſive Obedience be the Sub- 
ject's Duty to a King acting in an arbitrary man- 
ner, and bearing down the Laws of the Land, 
and the legal Eſtabliſhment, then the People are in- 
deed incapacitated to do themſelves Right by any 
Means whatſoever. * But if this ſort of paſſive O- 
bedience be not a Duty incumbent, and then we 
| ſhould ſuppoſe a King to have broken his Oath to 
his People, and thereby have made void the Peq; 
ples 
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ples Allegiance which was built upon his ſuppoſed 
Precontract of governing according to Law, ſo 
that the Civil Government is hereby diſſolved; in 
ſuch a caſe the Law of Nature takes place, accord- 
ing to which every Man may do himſelf right up- 
on thoſe who do him wrong. But ſuppoſe this An- 
ſwer to the Doctor's Queſtion be yet inſufficient, 
and likewiſe that a Man deſerves Excommunicati- 
on for diſagreeing with the Doctor's Opinion, yet 
the queſtion will recoil upon the Doctor, How 
comes Vengeance to be his? How comes the Doctor, 
who as yet is not a Biſhop, to excommunicate the 
Unfortunate out of the Pulpit? Whereas this ju- 
dicial Office belongs only to the Biſhops and their 
Conſiſtory-Courts. Indeed after the Biſhop has 
caſt Men out from the Society of good Chriſtians, 
tis the Duty of the inferior Clergy to admoniſh 
all good Chriſtian People to avoid their Company. 
But tis the preſent Misfortune of our Church, 
that the inferior Clergy give themſelves too much 
to Contention, not only with their worthy Superi- 
ors in the Church, but with their ſupreme Metro- 
olitan, and endeavour to wreſt that Power out 
of his Hand by which the Order of the Chriſtian 
Church has been preſerved for more than a thou- 
ſand years. What is now become of St. Ignatius's 
Doctrine, who zealouſſy adviſed all Chriſtians to 
do nothing without their Biſhop, when the Cler- 
gy of the Church of England, which was reform d. 
| NL | in 
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1 (16) 0 
in her Diſcipline exactly according to the primi- 
tive Pattern, will withdraw their Canonical Obedi- 
ence from their Arch-Biſhop, whoſe primitive Pi- 
ety. (particularly in his Care of the Poor) and true 
Chriſtian Moderation is known to all Men, altho 
not imitated by all? 10 0 


* 


But to return to the Shibboleth, which the Doc- 


tor hath found out for a Mark of Diſtinction be- 
| tween good and ill Men. I can remember the 
Time when the Doctrine which the Doctor has 


now preached, was really put in practice for 
many years together, juſt after the Reſtoration of 
King Charles II. For then the Royaliſts withdrew 
themſelves from the Society of the Presbyterians, 


altho a few years before thoſe two Partys had join- 


ed together to bring back the King : but notwith- 
ſtanding the Presbyterians had made what Repara- 


tion they could to the Father by reſtoring his Son 


to the Throne, to whom alſo they ſware Allegi- 


ance; yet all their Loyalty did not give. Satisfacti- 


on to the Royaliſts, who not only withdrew them- 
ſelves from all Familiarity with them, bur concei- 
ved ſuch a Hatred (the neceſſary Conſequence 
of ſuch a Separation) to them, as ſoon broke 
out into a ſevere Perſecution, whereby Charity 
was {acrificed tothe more neceſſary Duty of Con- 


formity, the Communion of Saints was limited 


to Parties, the Strength of the Nation weakned by 
Diviſion, and the King loſt one Moiety | of his s 
75 | Crown 
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ſame Doctrine be put in . at e it 
might indeed tend to introduce 4 Perſecution in- 
ſtead of the preſent Toleration, but would not 
improve the Vertue of thoſe who ſo greatly 3 
the Decollation . 

To conclude this point, 1 cannot agree wich the 
Doctor, that Men ſhould ſeparate. from one a- 
= nother upon the account of Opinions; but I ra- 
ther think it more agreeable, that notwichſtanding 5 
ſuch difference chey ſhould be like-minded towards. 
one another, i. e. not differ in Affections. Sup- 
3 pole the Doctor ſhould think him to be a Martyr, 
Z whom [ ſuppoſe to be a Traytor, why ſhould we 
2 quarrel about it, when perhaps neither of us may 
be in the right ? > We can do him no good if we 
were agreed in the ſame Opinion about him, 
ſince an irreverſible Sentence is 4 paſſed upon 
bann, | | 
Having now 7 HOY you my Opinion concern ; 
ing the Doctrine of the Day, I ſhall proceed (as 
you defired) to let you know my Thoughts con- 
f cerning the Day it ſelf, which the Doctor hopes 
5 be * ee for the. for * evil Reſts 
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And hereupon 1 muſt inform you, that I have 
ſuch a Reſpect to the Peace of a Society, and the 
Laws of the Land where I live, that I am inclined 
to obey the. Law, altho I am not ſatisfied in the 
Reaſon of it, or in the neceſſity of ſuch.a Law. 
As to inſtance, the Law commands me to do ſuch 
a thing, viz, to keep Faſt and go to Church on the 
| zoth day of January. I ſee no Sin in obeying this 
Law, and therefore I will obey, altho I my ſelf can 
; ſee no Reaſon to uphold this Law, but rather ſee 
Cauſe to aboliſh it. 5355 . 
I The common Reaſon for upholding this Day, 
is, that by our Humiliation thereupon we might 
implore the Forgiveneſs. of God, with particular 
relation to the great crying Sin of the Land, in 
putting King Charles to Death upon that Day. 
Now ſuppoſe it were a crying Sin, yet it affected 
only thoſe who were guilty of it; and according to 
Abraham's Notion of God he may be more inclined- 
to ſpare a Land for the Innocence of a few, than 
to involve the Innocent in the guilt of the Nocent. | 
Peradventure there ſhall be fifty Righteous. in the City, 
wilt thou alſo not ſpare the Place for the fifty Righteous | 
that are therein? That be far from thee to do after this il 
manner, to ſlay the Righteous with the Wicked, that be 
far from thee ; ſhall not the Judg of all the World do 
right ? "tis in Gen. 18. 24, 25. Now if Abraham | 
had a right Notion of God, which I no ways | 
queſtion, then it follows, . 8 
85 1ſt. That 
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oy . That the Decollacion could not be : a-Na- 
tional Sin, ſince we have no Reaſon to believe 
that a tenth part of the Nation conſented to it; 

The people of chat day having been trained up in 
Principles contrary thereunto; and the Houle of 
Commons was purged over and over again, be- 
fore any ſtep could be made towards it; and at 
laſt it was done by Comel and a Juno of the 
Army: And. therefore this was not a National 


A.. 
24d). Suppoſing this to have been a National Act 


and a National Sin too, there is yet no Reaſon to 


think, that National like Ori gina Sin is transfuſed 
from 'one Generation to anot er; and ſince thoſe 


*# whohada Hand in that Bloodſhed are paſſed ; away, 
and a new Generation is now ariſen, methinks tis 


very diſagreeable to God's Juſtice, or even to the 
Notion which Abraham had of the Divine 1 . 


to ſuppoſe that he will puniſh us merely for t 
Sins which our Forefathers have committed. 


And altho ſome Texts of Scripture are hereupon 
cited in behalf of a contrary Opinion, yet theſe par- 
ticular Texts ſeem to me to be dark and myſte- 
rious, in compariſon to a very plain Sermon, 


| preached by the Prophet Ezekiel upon this very Sub- 


jet; wherein the whole Scope of the Prophet is, 


to ſhew that God does not puniſh the Son for the 
Sin of the Father, but that (on the contrary) e- 
yp one is puniſhed for his own Sin. oply. This 


Cc 2 | Diſcourſe 


os 10 5 
Picat "i to be read in the 1800 Oeger of. 
Ezekiel; and the Whole of it is a matter of very 
fair belief, and therefore I lay no ſtreſs upon what 
ſome have conjectured, viz, that the Death of the 
Father has been ſufficiently avenged by the Reſto- 
ration of the two Sons, being fully ſatisfied that 
"the puniſhing innocent Children for: their Father's 
Sins may be conſiſtent with the odd Opinion of 
two coordinate ſupreme Beings, whereof the one 
is extremely evil (ſuch a Power may do Miſchief 
for Miſchiefs ſake) but that one ſupreme Power 
infinitely juſt and good ſhould do ſuch a thing, 
ſurpaſſerh my Imagination: So that there is no 
neceſſity of continuing this Day upon the foremen- 
tioned Account. 
Add hereunto, that the Obſervation of this Day 
preſent caſts an ill Reflection (in the Opinion 
be une good People) upon the late Revolu- 
tion: For as Charles I. was the Lord's Anointed, 
the rightful King of this Realm, ſo likewiſe was 
James II. as much anointed, as openly owned, as 
much Jure Divino as his Father. Tis true, we did 
not beneck him, but we drove him out of Exg- 
land, and beat him out of Ireland into France, 
where at laſt he broke his Heart and died. | 
Now James II. was only a Fa vourer of Po- 
pery, and an Overbearer of the Laws and Con- 
itutions of England, as was Charles I. and if it 
were ſo hotrid an Impiety to execute Charles I. 
F r . 


Cha | 
for- ſetting his Vill above the Eaw, and raiſing an 
Army to ſupport the Oppreſſion ; If this were 
an Impiety ſo horrid, that good Men ought nor 
to converſe with thoſe who in any. meaſure ex- 
cuſe it; I think that thoſe who allow of what be- 
fel James II. are by parity of Reaſon ſubjected 
to like Treatment : Only that Cardinal Bellarmine 
has laid down a Rule in their favour; for that 
Noble Divine, when he inſtructed the Roman Ca- 


tholicks in their Duty of extirpating all- Prote- - 


ſtants Root and Branch, laid down this Caution, 
Quod fi heretici fint fortiores nobis, quieſcendum eſt pro 
tempore, i. e. If the Hereticks ſhould be too 
ſtrong for us, we may let them alone for a Sea-- 
fon. So. that they who favour the late happy 
Revolution, may thank God that they are the 
ſtronger fide, How long they may be ſuffered 
to continue ſo I know not: But if the preſent. 
Ballance of. England be changed, they muſt ex- 
pect to fall under an Anniverſary Excommuni-- 
cation. If therefore we would abſtain from all 
Appearance f Evil, I think we may drop ſuch an 
Anniverſary day, as caſts an ill Reflection both: 
upon God and the King. 0 
I know ſome Offers ha ve been made to reconcile 
the Obſervation of this Day to the late Revolution, 
as was attempted in a Sermon preached two years 
ſince to the Honourable Houſe: but then that Diſ- 
courſe had no Succels. And in truth I muſt ſay 
N # | | It: 


=. Ha}. 
it is an abſurd attempt to reconcile a Fact for the 
Decollation of King Charles I. with a Feaſt for 


the Abdication of King James Il. | Tut 
But ſuppoſe the Obſervation of this Day ſhould 
caſt a ſeeming ill Reflection upon the. Martyr 
| himſelf, I hope you will allow me that it not only 
may, but ought to be abrogated, And for ought 
that I know, the Doctor himſelf may be 'perſwa- 
ded to join with us in the ſame Concluſion, The 
Slur which this Day (as tis obſerved) caſts upon 
the Martyr came to my knowledg thus; being 
one day looking into my Almanack in company 
with a Learned Divine, I asked him the reaſon 
why the Holydays were marked out in red Letters ? 
to which he anſwered, that it was becauſe the 
Martyrs loſt their Blood upon thoſe Days. I en- 
quired further, why then do we keep thoſe Days 
with rejoicing, on which the Martyrs loſt their 
Lives? For this reaſon (ſaid he) becauſe the Pri- 
mitive Church of Chrift looked upon the dying 
Day of a Martyr to be his Birth-day into Glory : 
And for that reaſon (contigued he) twas fit that 
thoſe Days ſhould be celebrated with Joy and 
Thankfulneſs (as in all Ages of the- Chriſtian 
Church they were) to ſignify the ſure and certain 
Hope which all Chriſtians had conceived of their 
admittance into Eternal Glory. If this be ſo, 
then our faſting weeping Day the 3oth of January, 
is not only a Presbyterian Holiday, i. e. a Day ob- 
3s N | ſerved 
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ſervedin contradiction to the Current of all Chriſti- 
en Ages, but ſeems to caſt a Slur upon the Martyr, 
by diſtinguiſhing him from all his Predeceſſors of 
the ſame Order, Viz, by giving a Check to that 
Joy which ought to ariſe from our ſure and certain 
Hope that he likewiſe among the Saints in Light 
inheriteth a Crown of Glory. 1 
- Furthermore had I Authority to adviſe, I would 
move that this Day may be ſet afide, if it were 
only for the ſake of the Clergy of the Church of 
England: and tho ſome of them will not take a 
Man to be in earneſt when he urges this Argument, 
yet I proteſt before God who knows the Secrets of 
all Hearts, that I am ſerious in this Argument, and * 
mean no other thing than what am going to ſay. 
1 likewiſe proteſt that after having inform'd my 
| ſelf of the ſeveral Chriſtian Churches, I know nor 
of any one which I can prefer before the Church of 
England; nor do I think that there is any Clergy in 
the Chriſtian World equal in all Parts of Human 
and Divine Learning to the Clergy of that Church. 
I pity from my Heart any Miſtake that I think 
they run themſelves into; and were it in my Pow- 
er they ſhould be the Joy and Glory of Chriſten- 
dom; nay l make no doubt but that if they were 
ſuffered to keep within the Bounds of their proper 
Function they would gain no Enemies, but on 


the contrary they would make their Church to ap- 


pear (like the Spouſe in the Canticles) altogether 
„„ Y boeh, 
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lovely, and univerſally beloved. * that which, 


has gained to this Clergy ſome Enemies at home, 
has been their intermeddling with Affairs of State. 
Tis well known what a great Diſguſt was once 
given to an Honourable Houſe. of Commons by 
the Sermons of Dr. Sibthorp and Dr. Manwaring, 
which were both political [Diſcourſes tending. (in 
the Judgment of the Houſe then ſitting] to the 
Subverſion of Property : and ſuch like political 
Doctrines vented from the Pulpit (which the then 
Lord Faulkland called in Scorn Pulpit Law) gave the 
People at that time ſuch an Averſion to the Cler- 


gy, as at laſt ended in the Subverſion of the Church 
of England. 


And after the Reſtoration of the 
Church, together with King Charles Il. I remember 
the Church gained to themſelves many Enemies by 
their Zeal for promoting the dangerous Doctrine 
of Paſſive Obedience and Non-reſiſtance, to the 
promoting of which Doctrines the 3 oth of January 
gave a great Handle. The ſame political Prin- 
ciples being generally maintained by the Clergy, 
were thought to have given King James a Tempra- 


tion to graſp at Arbitrary Power, by which he 


would ſoon have overturned both Church and Stare : 
And 'cis now evident that had the People believed 


thoſe Doctrines, we had been long ſince irrecove- 


rably loſt, both asto Religion and Liberty. And at 
this day we lee too many Clergy-men who have 


loſt their Livings, and are in a ſtarving Condition, 


becauſe 


© --- Fa 
becauſe that according to the political Principles 
which they had formerly owned as Church Doc- 
trines, they could not diſpoſe of their Alle- 
giance to his gracious Majeſty who now reigns o- 
ver us. 


To ſum up this matter, I never obſerved any 
more than two ways and means by which the 
Clergy gained themſelves Enemies among the 
People; one whereof was by promoting the Exe- 
cution of penal Laws againſt Diſſenters. The 


a other was by preaching ſuch Doctrines, as ſeem- 
q ingly were deſtructive to the juſt Rights and Liber- 
ties of Engliſh People. = 2 


© | At preſent the Toleration takes off the Edge 
of Diſſenters from them, who cannot now be 
provoked by their encouraging of Perſecution : and 
were they alſo ſo happy as to have no remain- 
ing Occaſion to promote from their Pulpits any 
Politicks whatſoever, no Party could be pro- 
voked by them, but they would be ſafe under 
all Revolutions which ſupport the Proteſtant 
Religion. The Bible is deſigned for Religion, 
and not Politicks. And altho there be two 
Books of Kings contained therein, yet ſince there 
is no Book of Parliaments, it cannot be ſup- 


—_ | Cu). 


ſed to have any relation ta the Engliſh Con- 
. So chat if the Thirtieth of Are 
Nine and twentieth of May were ſet aſide by 
Act of Parliament, the Clergy could have no 
Inducement to look into the Bible after ſuch a ſort 
of Doctrine, which is not there to be found; I 
mean diſobliging Politicks. 0 


„ 


Beſides, Doctrines of Religion cannot be 
retorted to the Diſadvantage of Men by the 
Change of Times, as Political Doctrines may. As 
for inſtance, ſhould: the ' French King impoſe his 

natural Grandſon, whom he has proclaimed by the 
Name of James III. upon England, as he has ſent, 
his legitimate Grandſon to Spain, the Conſe- 
_— quence would be, that the fifth Day of Novem- 
ber would be turned into a Faſt, and then the 
{| People will be called upon from the Pulpit to 
withdraw themſelves from all Familiarity with. ; 
thoſe wicked Men who abdicated the Lords | 
Anointed, and introduced an Heretical Uſurp- | 
er into his Throne. The Preacher upon that 
ſolemn - Faſt will ſay (as the Doctor lately 
did) What Opinion muſt all Lookers on entertain, | 
when they ſee the "Profeſſors of Religion unequally: 
yoaked together with its declared Enemies? Flow un- 
natural, how monſtrous muſt the Alliance be, when 
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the Clean are paired with the Unclean ? For what 


Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs 


Or what Communion hath Light with Darkneſs? Or. 
what Concord hath (rift with Belial? Or what part 


hath he that believeth- with an Infidel ? But yet not- 
withſtanding theſe Texts of Scripture, which 
the Doctor citeth upon the Occaſion of his 


January Doctrine, I am ſtill of opinion that 


thoſe Texts of Holy Writ, and alſo the whole 
Book of God ſtands neuter as to the Political 
Revolutions of England. And if the Clergy 
of the Church of England might in theſe poli- 


tical Contentions, obſerve as ſtrict a Neutrality 


as the Scripture doth, - they would be the Delight 


of the whole People of England, and their 


Church would be eſtabliſhed as the Center of the 
Univerſe. | e = 


As tothe other Doctors Sermon to the Lower 
Houſe of Convocation, twas of the ſame piece 
with that before the Commons, full of high 
Flights, and Rhetorical Decorations, But to 
draw a Parallel between the Impiety of thoſe - 


who crucified Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, and 


thoſe who beheaded King Charles, requires an Au- 


dience ſtrongly biaſſed in favour of the Preacher. 


Such a Compariſon would better become the 
925 | 52 Mouth 


1 | 

Mouth of a Socinian, than a Convocation-man: 
foraſmuch as if our Lord Jeſus Chriſt were 
only Man and not God, another Man way de- 
cently be compared to him, and perhaps be equal- 
led with him. But to affirm Chriſt's Prayer up- 
on the Croſs (which was the Text upon which 
he preached his Sermon) was-not anfwered by God 
the Father, is (in my poor Opinion) no leſs than giv- 
ing upthe Deity of our Saviour, and his Identity with 
the Father. The Doctor's Text was this, Father for- 
give them, for they know not what they do: And in a cer- 
tain Paragraph of his Sermon, which is contained 
in the 15th and 16th Pages of it, he ſays (as to 
me it ſeems) that this Prayer of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt did not obtain the Forgiveneſs requeſted. 
Very ſtrange! That a Sin of Ignorance was not 
forgiven by God the Father upon the Requeſt: 
of God the Son, who is one and the ſame God 
with the Father! i 12 


- Truly I am apt to think that this Prayer might 
be ſuppoſed - to have had its Effect; nay the: 
Doctor himſelf might allow it upon any Day 
of the Year, except the 3oth of January: But 
ſince on that day the Doctor was unwilling to 
grant that the like Prayer of the Martyr was 
heard by God; and fince that God's _—_ 


629) 
hear the Martyr might be ſome Diminution 
to his high Character, it was convenient to 
ſuppoſe that God did not hear the Prayer, 
which his Son made to the ſame purpoſe: And 
beſides, ſhould God have pardoned the Sin of 
this Nation in beheading King Charles, there would 
no Pretence remain for the January Faſt. . 


But that I may not wrong the Doctor, I will 
tranſcribe his whole Paragraph. But Whether: 
| either the Prayer of our Saviour on the Croſs, or o 
our Royal Martyr on the Scaffold, and in his 3 
very frequently before his Death, did obtain the For- 
 giveneſs requeſted, whilſt the Wickedneſs continued and 
was not repented of, is the next thing we are to con- 
ſider as my ſecond General Head: And we ſhall 
quickly find that it did not, It ſeems clear to me 
that Sins of Ignorance are repented of by every 
one who repents of Sin in the General; and 
ſince twas the Prayer of Chriſt, that the Sin of 
| Ignorance which the Jews committed in his Cru- 
cifixion ſhould be (pardoned, I'ſee no Umbrage 
to ſuppoſe that his Prayer did not obtain the For- 
givene /s requeſted. . 


Our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt was of a forgiving : 
Diſpoſition, . and enjoined his Followers to for- 


Is 


give that they might be forgiven : And I hear- 
_ rily wiſh that no Opportunity were either given 
to, or taken by any of the Miniſters of Jeſus | 
Chriſt, to ſhew any other Diſpoſition of Mind, 
than what becomes the Followers of the Lamb 
of God; that none of them may diſcover ſo much 
ill Nature and Uncharitableneſs, as did a certain 
Doctor, who preaching on the ſame Text, and 
upon the ſame occaſion, gave the Words this turn, 
Father, forgive them not, for they knew what they did. 
I ſhall conclude with that ſeaſonable Petition of 
our Church in her Litany, From. Envy, Hatred 
and Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs, Good Lord deliver 
I am, SIR, 


| Yours, v«c. 


